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Friendship 
Is 
A Student Tutor 
C ome on. It's five o 'clock. See you 
next Tuesday, David, same time, " The Uni~ 
versity students waved good-by, some went to 
their own cars, while about 10 others jumped 
into a station wagon to return to the campus. 
Several Negro children skipped off, some rode 
home in groups on bikes and a few walked alone 
in a pensive mood. Another day of the YMCA's 
Tutoring Program had come to a close. 
For some 140 Columbia campus and Stephens 
College students this is as much a part of 
their college life as dating or going to classes. 
At least twice a week they meet with Negro 
children in one of Columbia's schools in hopes 
of "establishing a meaningful and lasting r ela-
tionship with the child," Farley Maxwell, execu-
tive director of the University 's YMCA and a 
graduate student, says. 
Although the program began in June 1965, 
it had a setback a year ago when War on 
Poverty fund s were not reinsta ted. As the OEO 
(Office of Economic Opportunity) moved a way 
from financing tutoring programs, the YMCA 
proj ect, then known as the Columbia Educational 
Enrichment Program, lost one full-time person, 
16 pa rt-time per sons and $30,000 in federal 
funds. Previously co-sponsored with the Boone 
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County Human Development Association, it had 
been able to involve approximately 225 children 
from Columbia's low income area and 180 student 
tutors. 
Today the tutoring program Is solely spon· 
sored by the University YMCA, has no full-time 
staff and no funds. "At first we had to cut the 
program in half, cut back on field trips and 
free transportation. Quite honestly we were not 
sure whether we could make it," Maxwell says. 
But what has happened is possibly for the 
best. With students in complete control, the 
tutors are much more enthusiastic. Their indi· 
vidual concern seems greater. Money thatprevl· 
ously went for cokes, beer or new clothes is 
now spent on horseback riding, movies, a trip 
to a Kansas City museum, books, supplies and 
other things to be shared with their new friends. 
"There didn 't used to be much carryover from 
one year to another, but now about 80 per cent 
of the tutors return," Bill Elder, one of the 
four student coordinators. says. 
The program includes sessions on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons and evenings and Tues-
day and Thursday afternoons and evenings. The 
tutor must choose between the afternoon and 
evening sessions and then the best sequence of 
days. It's necessary for the tutor always to be 
there, otherwise the child can be deeply hurt. 
Let's take a look at just what the student tutors 
do on an average afternoon or evening. 
In the cafeteria of Douglass School, two girls 
were helping each other pin the pattern and 
cut out the material for a spring dress. In com· 
ing weeks, the tutor would take her new 12-
year-old friend to her dorm or sorority house 
to finish the dress on a sewing machine. At 
another table th e tutor had just settled down 
with books and her child. They'd been outside 
trying to fly a kite, but with typical "Charlie 
Brown" luck. Now she would help him in read-
ing, an area in which he was weak. Outside a 
group of tutors and their children were leaving 
for a walk. Some planned to go to the library, 
others to a display at the University's Geology 
Building. 
"The idea of the program is not to baby-sit 
with the kids," Elder says, "but to establish a 
relationship, bring about their observation, 
creativity and to serve as a trusted friend. 
Such a program can be traumatic, because we 
do make waves for these kids which can be 
painful. Up to now they didn't know life could 
be different. We want them to evaluate life for 
themselves. " 
Although the program is structured so that 
it requires the tutor to spend at least two hours 
a week with his child, beyond that there are no 
rules as long as it works in the best interest of 
the individual and doesn't hinder the other 
children. Some spend as many as five or six 
hours a week. But as one Negro tutor says: 
"You have to prepare something ahead of time. 
The kids are quick to catch you up if you do 
or say something wrong or don't have the after-
noon planned." 
At their own cost, students may take "their" 
children to the St. Louis zoo on Saturday, enter-
tain them where they live on campus, go on a 
hike to the Missouri River, window-shop or just 
play some footbal l. " I took my kids walking 
around the Quadrangle one afternoon just sing-
ing songs. It was great." 
Even working on crafts, painting, making 
bracelets out of striped straws or a piggy 
bank from a plastic bleach bottle a nd wooden 
spools can serve as a means of communication. 
"It makes you feel so good to see a smart child 
catching on, excited and eager to learn," Elder 
says. 
Sometimes the students even sacrifice a night 
of studying if the children need help. "Some-
how, when a kid calls, even if you have a 
chemistry test the next day, you just don't 
feel bad about neglecting studying if you know 
you can help them." 
It's not uncommon for the tutors to receive 
calls from their children. Sometimes it's even 
midnight, and they ask the tutor to whisper for 
fear their parents will hear them. "But the 
parents are all for the program." Maxwell says. 
"They favor any thing that is helping to educate 
their children." One boy may bring his brothers 
and sisters along with him. "Sally wants to 
paint too," they say, or "Mommle said to bring 
them, too." And sometimes a tutor is invited for 
a meal at a child's home. 
The program operates mainly for 160 ele-
mentary-age children although the students have 
found it impossible to set age limits. "We look 
for the children that will profit most," Elder 
says. They have one 2-year-old girl and about 
six 14-year-olds. Last year the 14-year-old boys 
weren't admitted, but they spent so much time 
at the windows watching the younger children 
and looking for ways to sneak in when no one 
was looking that now they h ave a group of 
their own. The tutors hope to start a wrestling 
clinic and basketball games for them on Satur-
days. 
"We would like to get two more sessions 
going. We feel we could double the program," 
Elder says. The only limitation is room. They 
need access to a gym, particularly when the 
weather doesn't permit playing outside. There's 
no problem in getting more tutors or interested 
kids. 
What makes university students become tu-
tors? One said, "I heard about it from a friend 
and decided to get in on it." Some of the stu-
dents are majoring in sociology or education 
and the program coincides with their studies, 
but for just as many others they simply liked 
what they heard about the program and soon 
were deeply involved. Some have consequently 
even changed their majors. For most of them 
this is their first experience with the YMCA. 
Oddly enough it is usually the tutors that 
benefit most, at least more visibly, the first 
year. " I had never thought of myseU as patient, 
but I've become so. It's been a great learning 
process. " 
It's not a student-teacher relationship, but 
rather a friend-confidant relationship, one boy 
adds. This was obvious out on the baseball 
diamond as one tutor kiddingly chided the 
pitcher, "Come on, get it in here, right over 
the plate." The young Negro boy laughed, HAw, 
shut up." 
And then it was five o'clock - the closing 
time for the afternoon session. "Let's go." And 
someone replied, "Do we have to?" D 
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